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RESEARCH PROJECT 
INVESTIGATING 

A SCIENCE FAIR 

RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
 
 
For Kindergarten through 5th Grade 
A Research science project is one where you will learn all about a science topic or 
concept that you are personally interested in by reading books & magazines, going to 
libraries or other institutions, talking to an expert in the field, and more. Your display 
board will support your research with photos, drawings, diagrams, dioramas, etc.  
 
I. PROBLEM 

Choose a topic that you are interested in learning more about.  State the problem 
as a one sentence question.  Be specific. 

 
II. HYPOTHESIS 
 A hypothesis is what you think will be the answer to your question. It is your 

“best guess” before you actually DO the research. It is written as one sentence.  
Examples: You are taller in the morning than at night, or, A Granny Smith apple 
has more seeds than any other apple. 

 
III. RESEARCH  
 Use a minimum of two sources. Use different types of sources. While conducting 

your research, think about how it connects to your question and your hypothesis. 
Take good notes that you can organize later as part of your display.  

 
IV. CONCLUSION  
 Look over your research. Analyze the information and see what it tells you about 

your topic. The conclusion answers the hypothesis. Does your research prove 
or disprove your hypothesis?   
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ELEMENTARY RESEARCH PROJECT  
WRITTEN REPORT CONTENT 

Kindergarten through 5th Grade 
 

This written report should be accompanied by a display board with information shown as 
diagrams, photographs, charts, graphs, dioramas, etc. that support your research. 

 
 

 TITLE PAGE 
See Written Report Format on next page.  
 

 PURPOSE   
In three sentences or less, tell why you did 
your science project on the topic you chose. 
 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
In one or more sentences, say “Thank You” 
to those who have helped you with your 
project.  You should include those who 
gave you guidance, materials and the use 
of facilities or equipment. 
 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS 
List each of the following sections and the 
page numbers for each.  Type the page 
number at the bottom of each page after 
you have finished the final copy of your 
report. 
 

 PROBLEM   
State the problem in the form of a question.  
The problem is one sentence long and 
specific. Your page numbering begins here. 
 

 HYPOTHESIS   
The hypothesis is an educated guess which 
answers the question.  The hypothesis is a 
statement which is one sentence long. 
 
 

 RESEARCH   
It is now time to use information from books, 
magazines, interviews, etc.  This section of 
your paper is your report on the work and 
research conducted by others that relates to 
your topic.  
 

 CONCLUSION   
Look over your research and then write what 
the information shows or indicates.  The 
conclusion is one or two sentences long and 
should either confirm or reject your 
hypothesis. 
 

 APPLICATION 
Now that you have finished your project, use this 
section to share with others your thoughts about 
this experience. Did you have any problems? 
What would you do differently next time? Explain 
how what you learned from your project applies 
to the real world. 
 

 SOURCES / BIBLIOGRAPHY 
List all books, articles, pamphlets and other 
communications or sources that you used for 
researching your topic and writing your 
paper.  Only one may be an encyclopedia.  
Interviews with experts in your field of study 
are encouraged. 
 

 
BOXED topics are part of the rubric criteria for judging. The other parts are 
used only for grading the written report by the teacher. 

 


